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By Eugene Scott

The Republic | azcentral.com

After spending weeks examining the
American Jobs Act proposed by President
Barack Obama, members of north Phoe-
nix’s small-business community are skep-
tical that the plan is a viable solution to un-
employment.

Obama proposed the $447 billion jobs
billin front of a joint session of Congress on
Sept. 8.

- If passed, the measure would cut payroll
taxes of small businesses in half, provide
tax credits to small businesses that hire un-
employed veterans and the long-term un-
employed and provide more jobs for youth.

Arizona alone has lost about 300,000 jobs
since late 2007. The state’s unemployment
rate is 9.3 percent, slightly higher than the
national rate.

The bill has yet to be introduced or spon-

sored in the House. Senate MzuomX'
said

Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) this we
he has no immediate plans to schedule a

vote on the bill and that the Senate first
would focus on trade w1th Chma anditsim-

notadd to the
nahonal deficit and muid ‘be funded

?ﬁ ’og;d the bill

pac

largely by raising taxes on the wealthy But
entrepreneurs in north Phoenix aren’t so

sure, with many fearing that the Jobs Act

could be another stimulus plan..

Joe Schneider, president of Morgan Cha-
ney, a custom-printing company near 19th
and Peoria avenues, said the stimulus im-
pact on small businesses was minimal and

he believes that the Amencan Jobs Act.

could be the same.

- “Idon’t think it had this huge effect that
everyone wanted and it was not lasting, .

which is not good,” said Schnexder, amem-

ber of the North Mountain Business Corri-

dor Aiiiance, a business organization con-
sisting of companies near Peoria Avenue
west of 19th Avenue.

Tom Murray, president and owner of
VillaLaPaws Pet Resort and Spa, called the
Jobs Act another Band-Aid for a much big-
ger problem. Villa La Péws, near 32nd
Street and Shea Boulevard, is part of the
District 32 North Business Alhance, entre-
preneurs who own businesses along 32nd
Street from roughly Shea Boulevard to
Bell Road. .

“Hiring people is a long-term dec1s1on

Jobs Act stirs business owners’ doubt

Wendy Faircloths works for Villa La Paws
Pet Resort and Spa owner Tom Murray, no
fan of Jobs A‘i’:‘t PAT SHANANHAN/ THE REPUBLIC

3 ‘short-term fixes, so there’s
the uncertainty piece,” Murray said.
. “What’s next? We still haven’t seen the
health-care impact on us yet. It’s pretty
much an unknown,” Murray added, refer-
ring to the health-care reform bill passed
in 2010.
SchnexderWould like to hire more staff
but said he can’t until he has a better eco-
nomic forecast. i
“There’sn‘aclarity; There’s no visibﬂity
and the projection of the economic trend
line is no further than about a week out,” he
said. “An§ who wants to hire, even 1f you
have a lot of money, without knowing
where it’s headmg7 Who wants to invest

Gary aumann dlrector of the Spirit of
Enterprise Center at the Arizona State Uni-
versity W. P. Carey School of Business, said
small-business owners he works with don’t
believe that low staffing is their biggest is-
sue.

“This (bill) is nice around the edges, but
it doesn’t help me go out tomorrow and say,
‘I’'m going to hire more people because of
it.” In short, it’s not really a tax incentive to
hire someone I don’t absolutely need,”
Naumann said.

At_‘ter hearing Obama’s speech, Edward

" Gomillion, executive director of the North

Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, said that






